For Immediate Release:

April 14, 2009

Hotel plants roof top garden in recycled containers from their kitchen
Staunton, Virginia: On Earth Day, the Stonewall Jackson Hotel & Conference Center in Staunton, Virginia will begin planting a roof top garden in recycled plastic and metal food containers from their kitchen.
The idea for a roof top garden came from the staff, but the idea to plant it in the many containers that the property uses and disposes of daily was the idea of General Manager Carol Simon. “I just saw how many cans we threw out from the kitchen and thought there has got to be a creative and fun way to plant flowers and herbs in them,” says Simon.

Driver Brothers Greenhouses in Staunton volunteered indigenous plants, soil and labor as support to the hotel’s green initiatives.  Driver Brother’s grow many of their own plants and recommended mountain region indigenous species such as Virginia creeper, honeysuckle, asters and coreopsis  because of their hardiness and drought tolerance. 

The Stonewall Jackson Hotel & Conference Center is Virginia Green certified. Their green policies include:
· Using pitchers of water instead of bottled water 
· Offering their own infused water – adding fruit to the water to flavor  it 

· Encouraging guests to re-use towels whenever possible   
· In-room cards suggest that guests keep their sheets another day to help save water.    

· Using energy efficient light bulbs 
· Recycling bins are placed in meeting rooms for paper and plastic    

· Drinking straws are no longer provided   

· Offering a choice of plated menus that use less water instead of buffets 

· Coordinating with meeting planners to turn on lights and heat or air set only when meeting room are occupied   

About the Stonewall Jackson Hotel & Conference Center: The 124-room Stonewall Jackson Hotel & Conference Center in Staunton, VA was originally built in 1924. The hotel underwent a $22 million expansion and restoration and reopened in 2005. The property, managed by Crestline Hotels and Resorts, is a member of Historic Hotels of America and features a fitness center, indoor pool, indoor parking garage, full service dining, bar and 8,500 sq. ft. of elegant meeting space.  For more information visit www.stonewalljacksonhotel.com or call 866-880-0024.
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PHOTO CAPTION: Pansies flourish recycled food cans on the roof top garden at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel & Conference Center in Staunton, VA. The hotel uses metal and plastic food containers and cardboard boxes from their kitchen to grow herbs and flowers. 
